
Overlay with Bronze XT

This design is similar to the one in the project “White  
Bronze Overlay Earrings” in my book: Patterns of 
Color in Metal Clay, pp. 115-117. Those earrings were  
made with 3 metals and had to be fired twice because of  
the lower firing temperature of White Bronze. The  
following project is made with 3 metals as well, but is  
fired only once because the firing temperature for all 3  
metals is the same.

The metals are Quick-fire copper, Quick-fire Bronze XT, 
and Quick-fire Steel XT.

1.  Roll a layer of Quick-fire 
copper, 3 cards thick. Cut it to 
your desired shape. You can 
use the left-hand photo as a 
template and reduce or 
enlarge it as needed. Dry the 
layer.

The Overlays

2. Roll a layer of steel clay, 3 
cards thick. Cut a horizontal 
line at the bottom of it.

3. Place the dry copper layer on 
top of the steel layer, with 
their bottom edges aligning.

4. Cut the steel layer along the 
sides of the copper layer.

5. Remove the copper layer 
from the steel.

6. Above the bottom horizontal 
line of the steel layer, cut 
another line at an angle, 
creating a wedge.
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Overlay with Bronze XT

7. Wet the bottom area of the 
copper layer, and place the 
steel wedge on top of it, 
aligning the bottom edge of 
the wedge with the bottom 
edge of the copper.

8. Repeat step 2 using Bronze XT.

9. Place the Bronze XT layer 
so that its bottom edge 
aligns with the top edge of 
the steel overlay.

10. Cut away the sides of the 
Bronze XT overlay, using 
the contours of the copper 
backing as a guide.

11. Cut the top of the Bronze XT 
overlay at an angle, as shown 
in the photo.

12. Repeat step 2 with copper.

13. Cut away the sides of the 
copper  overlay, using the 
contours of the copper 
backing as a guide.

14. Cut the top of the copper 
overlay at an angle, as 
shown in the photo.

15. Cover the rest of the 
backing layer with a layer 
of steel.
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Overlay with Bronze XT

16. Cut away the excess steel 
around the contour lines of the 
copper backing.

17. Prepare the spot for the inlay: 
before the steel overlay dries, 
cut a circle out of it at the top 
left of the piece. Now dry the 
whole piece thoroughly.

The Inlay

18. Inlay Bronze XT into the hole. 
Dry again.

19. After drying, there may be gaps 
between the overlays. Fill them 
with the relevant clay, dry, and 
sand smooth.

20. Make a copper bail on the back 
using the instructions in my 
book, Patterns of Color in Metal  
Clay, p. 92.

21. Pre-fire on a stove top. Continue 
firing in a kiln at high-fire 
schedule.

22. To finish the non-textured 
version, sand the front and back 
of the piece first with 220-grit 
sandpaper, followed by 400 grit. 
To show the contrast between 
the metals, matte the surface 
with an extra-fine mini fiber 
wheel. Baldwin’s patina is only 
optional.

23. To finish the textured version, 
use radial discs mounted on a 
screw mandrel.
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Below: the textured 
version before and after 
firing. If you make this 
version, skip step 19.

See full finishing instructions in my books: The 
Handbook of Metal Clay: Textures and Forms, pp. 14-17, 
and Mixed Metal Jewelry from metal Clay, pp. 10-11.


