
Squares with Bronze XT

This project is not as simple as it looks. 
The design is by Jill Gibson, who used regular  
bronze and had to fire the piece quite a few 
times.

You will need 3 square cutters in different  
sizes. I used 10 mm, 15 mm, and 20 mm. The  
clays are quick-fire copper, quick-fire Bronze  
XT, and quick-fire steel XT.

1.  Roll a layer of Quick-fire 
copper, 3 cards thick. Cut it 
using the bigger square cutter 
or just with a tissue blade, to 
the desired size. Dry the 
layer.

2. Cut a steel square using the 
smallest cutter. Wet the 
copper layer, and place the 
steel square in its center.

3. Roll a layer of Bronze XT, 3 
cards thick. Cut a square in it 
using the smallest cutter 
again. Remove the square.

4. Place the bronze XT layer 
on top of the copper 
layer, with the steel 
square showing through 
the hole.

5. Place the bigger square 
cutter on the Bronze XT 
layer, with the steel square 
in the center of it. Cut.
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Squares with Bronze XT

6. Cut away the excess of 
the Bronze XT layer, 
letting the dry copper 
layer lead your knife.

7. Roll a layer of copper clay, 3 
cards thick. With the bigger 
square cutter cut a square in 
the copper layer and remove 
the square.

8. Lay the copper layer on the 
dry backing layer, with the 
steel/bronze square 
showing through the 
cutout, as in step 4.

9. Cut away the excess of the 
copper layer, letting the 
dry copper layer lead your 
knife, as in step 6. Dry the 
piece thoroughly.

10. Fill the gaps between the 
squares with Bronze XT. 
Dry again.

11. Sand the surface of the square with 150-grit sponge sanding pad until the design 
reappears.

12. Make a copper bail on the back using the instructions from my book: Patterns of Color in  
Metal Clay, p. 92.

13. Pre-fire on a stove top. Continue firing in a kiln at 
high-fire schedule. 

14. Sand the front and back of the piece first with 220-grit 
sandpaper, followed by 400 grit. To show the contrast 
between the metals matte the surface with extra-fine 
mini fiber wheel. Baldwin’s patina is only optional.
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See full finishing 
instructions in my books: 
The Handbook of Metal Clay: 
Textures and Forms, pp. 14-
17, and Mixed Metal Jewelry 
from Metal Clay, pp. 10-11.


